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REUSABLE TRANSPORT PACKAGING – Backgrounder & FAQ
CONTACT: Justin Lehrer, StopWaste Partnership, 510-891-6529, Reusables@StopWaste.Org 
What is reusable transport packaging?

Transport packaging includes pallets, boxes, crates and other containers used to ship ingredients, parts and products between producers, manufacturers, wholesalers and retailers. Reusable transport packaging replaces one-time (and limited-use) wood pallets and cardboard boxes with durable, reusable totes, bins and pallets. 

Why make the switch to reusable transport packaging?

· Cost: Reusables last longer, lowering material costs over time and nearly eliminating costs on packaging waste disposal right away.

· Operational efficiency: Reusables’ standardized and durable design helps streamline production processes and makes trucking and loading dock operations more efficient.

· Product protection: Reusables are typically more resistant to chemicals and moisture, offer stronger insulation and are sturdier than limited-use packaging.

· Worker safety and ergonomics: Reusables eliminate box cutting, staples and broken pallets, and come in standardized sizes and weights, reducing worker injuries.

· Environmental performance: Studies have shown that reusables generate 95% less waste and 29% fewer greenhouse gas emissions, and require 39% less energy than limited-use packaging.
What is the “Use Reusables” campaign and who is behind it?

The “Use Reusables” campaign (www.UseReusables.com) is a joint project of the StopWaste Partnership and the Reusable Packaging Association, with support from EPA Region 9. Launched in 2007, the campaign provides free educational resources, training workshops and expert advice to help businesses transition to reusable transport packaging.

The StopWaste Partnership (www.StopWaste.Org/partnership) is a public agency program that helps Alameda County businesses reduce waste, resource consumption and cost through free on-site consulting, educational resources, grants and advice from sustainability professionals. 

The Reusable Packaging Association (www.choosereusables.org) is a trade association of leading manufacturers, distributors, logistics and distribution managers, retailers, educators, and others with a commitment to reusable packaging systems. 
(more FAQs on back)
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Are reusables more expensive than one-time or limited-use packaging?  

Although the upfront cost for reusable transport packaging is often higher than for one-time or limited use packaging such as cardboard boxes and wood pallets, the long-term savings far outweigh the initial investment, as the repeated purchase and handling of one-time or limited use packaging is eliminated.
Besides savings, what other benefits do reusables offer? 

Switching to reusable transport packaging often results in improved ergonomics and worker safety, fewer shipping errors, better protection of goods being shipped, reductions of packaging material and waste management costs, and less waste. In addition, using reusables conserves the energy that would be required in the manufacturing of single use boxes, plastic wrap and less durable pallets, as well as the energy that would be needed to break down and recycle those materials. 

What are reusables typically made of? 

Reusables are usually made of durable plastic, metal, or wood, and often incorporate recycled content. 

What kind of companies should consider reusables?  

Reusable transport packaging works best for companies and organization that ship frequently—in-house or out—and whose shipping systems allow for the return of the empty transport packaging, either via a closed loop or managed open loop system. 
Industries that typically benefit from switching to reusables include:  

· Manufacturing – Electronics and computers, electronics assembly, automotive parts, automotive assembly, pharmaceuticals, among many others.  
· Food & beverage – Food and beverage manufacturers and distributors; meat and poultry producers; processors and distributors; produce growers; field processing and distribution; grocery store suppliers of bakery, dairy, meat and produce; bakery and dairy deliveries; and candy and chocolate manufacturers.  

· Retail and consumer product distribution – Department store chains, superstores and club stores, retail pharmacies, magazine and book distributors, fast food retailers, restaurant chains and suppliers, food service companies and airline caterers.  

· Healthcare – Hospitals, pharmacies, and suppliers to healthcare organizations.  
For additional information, including a cost calculator, downloadable case studies and educational materials and a video gallery, please visit www.UseReusables.com. 
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